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ABSTRACT

Tgsling is in*pa.nble ftom teaching. Ocasionalty, ateadter has b write liesf rtems by himsetf. At fimes, a eal'ni
can ad-apt eisling items for his ovn context. Sine testing cingive effect on blming @acl*vash), quatified i/erns are ,uZde,A.Even, when adoption of items'auaitabte is ciosen, piii,
consideration renpins.significant Facfs show that multiple_choie items pray an impodart roie in our EFL assessrnenr.
This paper aims to :;,isr teachels awareness aboul this
increasingly poputar type of fe$ lferns.

bod multiple-choie items facititate leaming. Take, for
instance, in searching for meaning of new words, fre sfudenb
can be provided with optons that inctude famitiar digraders. By
doing so, he teadrer hetps ttr- sfudenls find meanings Unoit
being nurtured. lt abo means that the teacher hn awid
tnndation in his effort to hetp them arrive at meaning. Wthgood multiple-dtoice items, the teacher gels fre sfud-enrb to
practice known linguistic items. eualified rrultipte_dtoice ilemsprevent the anddales fiom diappointment thai is tiXeli ioresult in molivalional probtem. tniagine when Sudenfs are
suffering from low adtievement due to por items _ it,s unhifl

Though seeningty siypte, muiliple_choie tei- ipeinvolves the highest risk of itt congw'dion. corsidenibns
:!ro.ut| be made to prepare proper muttiple_droice items. tn thefity plaq, the- options shouid bg _equatin t*tgth or no option iextemely differcnt. af coure, it is ofta naito adtieve. tn the
seand, no more tan.one optim is eqafty aceptable. lnaddition, the keys shoutd not make a prite*'. ena,'aiivi ait,
teadters need to condtd item npderation. The htter is alsogood for pronnting the acadenic atnoqherc. fo trc urfrteiZit
those poinb are the mttecled wisdom, vvhich is ready to share
in the prexntation.

K e ywu * : q u al if ie d, mu lt i p le 4t oi cg bst rtems, assessrnent
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lntroductim
lnsighb into and compebnce in bsting is often -negleded. 

by

teachers. ln Ihe context of educalion, teding is insepraUe from teadting.

To sorne degree, bdirg affects leaming (backwash) either harnfully or
beneficially. bf course,-wtrat u,e exped from a te$ing -is- 

a..benelcial

backwash'efbct on teaching and leaming. str&nts dissalishclion due to

poor te$ing techriqrr or scoring system: for ingance, nay resllt-in bad

ittltuOe toGrOs learning. Accunu.rlation of leamed materials with quite rare

or no periodic evaltation rnay hinder ralher tran help dudenb leam

because trey do not lnow the lerrel of thdr leamingrnastery..Admrce
notbe of upcbming test will nptiwte strdenb to learn. Tesling wih proper

level of Oiffiorlty might raise or mairtain students positirle attitude touards

teacher, teaching and learning Therefore, a good bacher will never ignore

test metrodology as an integral part of his teactring probssion-
ln fre-nreanwhile, ihe fad has sfrown that mosl te$s in language

educalion across tnis country involve nu.rltiple-droice iterns. For nuny

;rears, this type of test item has taken an inportant role in language te$ing
in our natioriil final examination. The nnjority or even the entirety of the ted
items conslilutes this test item type. The world's leadirg language te$ing
prcgram, ramed'TOEFL" uses almost exdusively this item tlpe'

ln daily Englisfr classrosn pradices, multiple-choice can also.be

used to help studenti learn beter. For e><anple, it has been a long 1.adtt'1gn

that questions which require longer responses follow the reading passages

(mod rnticeably essay). ft is, of course, monotonous and to rmny $udenb

essay items perhaps seem dermnding and can lead trc reluctance to leam.

Multifle-cbib itenrs, ho',vever, can be an albrnatiye aoproacfr tr reading

or listening comprehension classroom tasks andlor horne exercises. ln the

firS placei sind tre response is limited, muttiple+hoice itens enable lhe

sfudents to concentrate on neaning. covering things other than meaning in

reading or listening conpretension assessment seerns unfair! And hb will

happei if Sud ents have to gine written or oral responses (produdive)'

ln the seccnd, it ia likely that tre studenls will be encouraged lo
read the texb, as they hane oplions, which let them feel more secure (when

they do not know thL ansurer, they slill can be tre secalled toned by

defaulf. To cfreck fris, it is good pradice to ask studenb to propose a

supporting lne.
6y applying multple-choice itens b reading comprehension class

theteacfrei can help tre dudenb anirre at nreaning trrough inquiry (nature)

instead of direct piovision (nurture). Right, generally, context contributss

greatly to tre nuking of deduclions about t.re rneaning; neverheless,

iontrol over tte options put furward can aclivate the $udenb' leamed

language. lnugine how three out offouroptions are assurned to have been

fam-iliar-to stu&nts. lns^tead of saying 'Wdl, the meaning of "X" is "' '(in
the first language), it is better for a teacher to get he shrdgnts to dtoce
options wtrictr require educed analysis. lt would be possible that a well-
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prepared exercise of thb kind is viewed as a game or fun. The follovring are
fairly god nruftipledroice itens forteacfring reading:

I went to China for3 rneeks and itwas an eye_opening experiene.
Fi,tJ of all he city of Beiiing il.simply huge witt hundreds or {ail apaftnent
buildings- in every diredion. The roads and highwaye are wide Zii u,y
clean with gatdens and dtrubs eadr side or the rcAo. Tnffic was rof as
chaolic as in nany other large citia. The majority of ars and bu*s that I
saw wete new r,"pdels, wih very few cz,rs older than afew years.

4. The vord 'ctaotid in line 4 is closest in meaning to...
A. mistake C. inexpensive

while in a good reading conprehension test a candidate is expeded to
make use of context (as clues) to lead him to an ans:wer, in a reading
comprehension class with quite rare clues for a difiiorlt rrord a teacher can
help the students by using a multiple-choice item with nrore .identifiable,

non-answer options. ln relation vrith the example above, wtren the bacher
assumes that dues are not enough and that the uords in A, B and C are
most possibly deteded by the studenb; he can exped much ftat the
students will cfroose D as tre answer. Though, it is not cerbin whether the
students get right along with tre underdanding of meaning or not, huri for
meaning cat go on afterwards.

Lets suppose thestudents have got only a very few clues, e.g.'year' and 'tc the old'from the text berow, bbcause he fairitiar words such
as happy, 'wonderful', and ''warm' can be mbleading (the words might give
positive sense; and trerefore rejed option A), this multiple.choice itdm iay
be helpful in that he options proposed are all presumabiy recognized by the
students (wih referace tc cuniotlum).

B. unknrwn D. disorganized

Hoppg lleur Yeor lo oll ng lriee&
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18. Theurord "adieu" in he trext is mosl probably lhe same as...
A. good bye
B. greeting

1. natiurality
2- diversity
3. multicultumlism
4. religion
5. commr.rnity
6. apprroximatdy
7. bilingual
8. district

C. hope
D. welcome

As is tre case of matching exercises under condition no additional

altematives are given in the right hand colunn (cansidered bad for a te$
use), it is obviously good for intoducing and developing vocabulary and a
promising altemative to avoid fanslation tedrnique .in reading

bonprehension teadting (as many teadrers do) in specific, and recourse to

motrer tongue in EFL treaching in general. Lets consider his illustation.

a.

b.
c.

roughly
a smallerpart of town
grorp of people (who shae
interest)
citizenship
variety
many different cultures

system ofbelief
being able to speak or write
in two langrmges

d.
e.
f.
(,
D'
h.

Suppose, a leacher of English has been trinking about ihe t'rcrd "religion"

as a potential prcblem b tre gudents in a reading class, he qn prepare

and use the exercise above to introdue the uord stcces$ully under

condition that the other words listed are assumed b be pardy or fully

recognized. This principle of "coned by defaulf -whicfr is a weakness in

testing - can be good in the use of m'rftipledroice br teadring- The way it

workJdepends a bt on how he test writer manipulates the options.
Last btt not least because gudents are familiar wih slch

exercise, anxiety wtren they take a te$ can be reduced. So, il is hard to
deny that a teactrer's good indght inb and compebrcy in language te$irB
will 

'be 
beneficial to tre students. The knowledge about tesing cannot only

be good for its own sake, but also for leaming.

Chara cteristics of Mtdtiple*hoice ltems and tlte Consequerre
As disanssed above, in he context cf language educalion,

multiple.cl-oice items type is really suitable for recefrire skills taining and

testing becau se i n receptive skills we deal wilh comprehension. lt is,
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(wilt be dealt with rmre fully later) is rraluable b anticipate fib problem The

following itens have more than one conect or acceptable answer.

tn cities 
- 

(')- povefty sometr'mes oaurs ,in -(21_{ums 
--- Pryle

trapped in his kind of situation often have 
-(')-income.

Option whictr looks exteme might afiect &cision; he odd one out

is likely to be a favorable ctroice, especially to any candidate in doubt about

the answer, regardless of the corred ans'\ i9r. This is because he apparent

appearance cin atrad attention. This condition, if true, is also llo$cal in

tdat fre odd one out can ignore the existence of sbm and the other op6ons

within the sfi]e item. This obvious difierence from tte rest can be in size

(usually tre iength) orcontent. According to tre writefs erperience, tlis is a

nery diffio.rlt siep. Below is a good example:

(After a text on whaies)
The following are tle prooE that whales are not fish, except ...

A. lt ha a sirgle nostril C. The skin is srnoott and shhy
B. lt cannot survive on land D. lb tail consists of a pair of broad,

flat, horizontal

44. A. mucft B. enough
E. inadequate

C. sufficient D. insutrcient

4. Howdo you blow the air into the balloon?
A. gatfly B. tightlY C. quicldy D. a litle

paddles

To : Hendry
We invite you to attend our meeting. It will be

held:
- On Sduday, April 12,2008
- At 8 p.m.
- In the Village Hall

Agenda:...

When willhe nreeting be held?
A. ln tte nnmhg B. ln he atemoon
village hall

C.lntheevening D. ln the

Anolher equally imporhnt problem deab with regularity of the keys

that nay result By reguladty here the riwiter means any patbm lhat

provokes tesl audience to anster by guessing, unnecessarily specifc
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patEms. lt can arso be the constant repetition of the sane key, e.g. a tooIong series of cs- on-ce sucfr regurarity is recognized, deciiion'can ueinterbred. ft is easy for us b ioio fris ir ,'e"*i"'e'oriii"viJ'.r,
randomize or hke arnther adion in such a way hat the keys are notpredictably pattemed. lt is good pradice, therefore, t" proo"tu.i"u ir,'" ris
of keys (the letters) on a paper.

er reqtirernent witr m.rrliprechoice items is trat eacfr ootion
should fit equally wellinto tre sem. Thb test writer who *"i"irc tr['*i*
item did not seem aware that lhe indefinite arricre a trao mJe-opri;;;';;i
to serue a full fundion, as a di$rader. To at least sone students tie ootionbecones unattacrive.,They wourd not be likely to *,oose iio""i-uJit'lo".
nct fit intr the sem: tre indefinite artide a cannot be used before i woro
beginning with a rrora,el.

People know hal Ateng was a ... ran. He was rcry good in playing a joke
A. killer B. usul C. confast D. humorous tr indoler(

Moderation
whsr we v.ork arone, at rimes v're do not see any rimitations in ourworks. Everything seans rightwitr trem. Unfortunatery, v*ren oeaiing'wittl

multple-cloice items, ihe wriier is famiiiar vrith itens where rnore tha"n oneof the options is corred 
-or,. 

at reas{ accepbbre. rn his section ,* ir.,rrr o"discussing the vdue of showing our test item v,riting product to oinu..
people.

ln the writei's experience, bachers are very rerudant to show
outsiders the tests trey have r,rdtten. wistr they knew tr'e significance oiiest
item peer+evigsng, The rationares behind this are: 1t; itt tonos of tres6
sho.uld be 

-varid; 
(2) the audbnce being tested is ei{ecEd to-neve no

assistance frsn ohers.
cofleague's tnourledge may herp. An individuar Eacher nnyhaw diffeent lerrels of conpetence in 6e sJopa rnatterand/ortesinq. Flemight conpensate for his lack of these by, ror example, travind'rris

colleagues check rhe te$ iterns he,.has pranned. And, you are tuck! il abetter experienced teacher. is arrairable at yo.rr no*fraie. n 
'i, 

iiignry
advisable. Thot€h wfien.r,rorking alone.you hink an ans\,verseerrs obvious,
it is quite possbre to unite an answer trit nany cofieagues ,*riJ Jiirsr"u
with.

Test itsns haw to shnd on ib ovrm in that he $udenb taking agood 
. test have no possibility. to get e:<amples, Oemongrfu;i,'- orparaphrases for unclear parts. The test writer, ttrerdore, nai ,n ouriGtion

to ensure hat all lens a.re unambiguous prior to adninistation. Agaii, testitem npderalion cetn lend a hand.
Whle test prepardion is underway, all trose considerations

elaborated above can free a multiple-cfroice tesi writer from tsking a moretine and energy-consuming procedures such as riiroifitv ,no
discrinindion idex analyses, which are $rongly recomrnended fortnis
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item type. IVtoreover, it is loo br fur a teadrer tr carry out sudt anatpes,
wtrich are identical to calculations and mahemalical analysis. Ratherthan
tryout/pre.test fre prepared test itens to a group of $udents to get the data

for tre analyses wtry not for exanple, exchange ideas with some- !e!er
colleagues dnd/or fri6nds in tte localassocialion of English teadters? Quite
often, br enmple, a reading te$ is poor jud because the candfrlabs can

answer the questions wih rp reference b the reading passage/S. h the
case of rru.rllipledroice items, the test raniter may copy dovrn he itens
without the reading passage and harre friends rolunteer to lake' the tst
Those items that nearly 50% or rmre get right are probably poorly witbn'
Its simple, and abov6 all, likely to help promote academic atnnsphere
within your working environment

The rest of this paper will tre derroted to exanples of pod and bad

m ultiple-choi ce itens.

Poor

You will notice soon at leaS one hing wrong witrineach of the

following rnrltipledroice itens, parly bken from lhe national final
examinaticn.

(1)

Late in the aftemoon, the boys put up their tent in the midde of the

field. As soon as thr's r,lras done, they aoked a meal over an open fire' " '

'As soon as ttiswas done, ..."
What &esthe un&rlined word refer to?
A. tent B. the afternoon C. the freld D. the

actvity of Putling uP the tent

e)

Vanessa Mae Vanakom Nichotsn is a musician She is oniy

nineteen yeas old, but she is a wodd'hmous iolinist lMen $e plays

clasicnl iolin a,ncr,rtos on her eledic iolin, theworld listens-

vanessa Mae is Tai-ainese. Her moher is chinex and her father is Thai.

she is from singapore, but she now lives in London with her mother and her

Engtish *epfather. She's got oustng aunls, uncles and grandparenb in

Thaitand, Sngapore, China and England-

What is tre text about?
A. A violinist B. A musician C. A pianis{ D. An artist
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(3)

Des Editor:
I om sick and tired of the trafic in this city! It b so bad hot I

csn rrqer get orwhqe on rime. Thereare manycqrs on ihe roqd, and
most of than have only one person in thott.

Another problem is the buses. They qe n old qnd stow that
nobody wqnts to take hem. They are so noisy andvqy diny. you can,t
qensee out thewindows!

Abo he tqi drivqs arc rude. They nuer know where itey
werc going, and lhey take o long time to gd someplace Toris are
qensive, too. And the sulrwoy is jus too ,rowded and dangeruus

often late to somewhere because...
ron ls rare C. there are a lot of cars

D. thetraffb b bdB. thevetides are very slow

Good

Now, do you notice weaknesses suctr as those above in the
following q uesticns?

(1)

WOW...1000 Songs in yourpocketll!
lf you rove ristening p music and if you tke something sn.,rt with

a1 .qtr9da/e price then hauing an Mp3 ptipr witt be ,e,V"niiii. rn,
digital audio player, often cailed the Mp3 piayer, is very poputa, ioiiauau.
This piee of tedtrology is not something new. ft's been around since 199g.
. Th9 good .thing about haing an Mp3 ptapr comparcd to a mibire

phone or oh er audio p hyer is that it 
'o,nes 

in d range of corors ,i"niprr.
l{s also very light ard it fits.peiecuy in yourpocketd rhey also have no
moving parts so their batteries tast a toig tiie. you o, ioi oi oi'itn",
physical activi{ies with them without ausing skipping ordamage.

Sone Mp3 OlaWrs can $ore ip b qd.Om onjs. The more
advanxd desgns of Mp3s can store vi&og data fires, pc"ires *i nr*
there are even water proof Mp3 prayers. rhis means trai you can risten to
music wti le swimming or haing a bath!

34. superiority of MP3 players over other audio players is disq.rssed in
paragraph/s...
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A.1 and2
8.2 and 3

A. podrctive
B. cheap

c.2
D.3

35. The word 'hand/ in the first paragraph is similarto...
C. useful

D. safe

(2)

Ka*rir is hmous for iE beauliful houseboats. ViC{ors to the

Kashmir ualley rcrely leave wittout daying on one of thee lloating palace*
The hou*boats float on the calm and iade'colored waters of Dal Lal<e,

whidt has witlow and dtinar trees growing all arcund it The hou*boats are
anchored annng iofus fields and floating gadens.

Houseboab were first htift bl the Eritsh. Wen a Mahania of
Kashmir did not allow the Bitish to buy and ovn land, they decided to build
the housebots and make them their homes.

Today the Kadtmiris live in these hourboafs, They have made
nice hotels in the houseboafs, {no. Built out of cedar wood and deanted
wih a lot of cr,rc, the housboafs are showpiees. They normally range
from 24 to 38 rnefers in length, and three b sx mefers in width. A

houseboat has a living room a dining room, and tvto or three bedrcoms with
atbched bdhs ard hot and ald running waler. The rooms are buift and
decorated imaginalivdy to make guests' vr'sts as amfoftable and pleaant
as posslb/e.

39. Th e rrai n idea of paragraph 2 is. . .

A. tre histrrry of houseboats of Ka*rmir C. the beau'ty of houseboab of
Kaslmir

B. the size of houseboab of Kasmir D. the fight of
Kaslmiris again$ he Britisfr
40. The fdlowing are right according to the text except...

A- To visitos, staying on the houseboaE is a good experiene
B. The housebets of Kashmirfloat in the open sea

C. The Brti*r do not live in the houseboats anymore
D. The Kahmiris have decoraled tre housebods

(3)

Foohallis the moJ- poputar qort played and watded in lndonesia. But
now FWSL, wttidt has been played in lndonesia since 2N1, is beaming
more popular han foohall. F UTSAL is an indoor game oiginally f rom
tJruguay. Tl;e term FWSAL is the intemalional term used forthe game. ft is
tal<en from tfie Spanis*r arPoiuguex word for s,crur, FUTbol or FUTebol,

and he French or $anish word forindoof SALon orSALa.
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FLrrsAL is * popurarbecaue it (1) is aferthan fahail bcause
there are bss m//r.sions witlt olherptayrrc iZ) needs a fr*iii",O* riptayers.(S i1 a tegm) than foothau;'(3)' neecis'a snait ptai i ;i;; ;' iil nr"much sinplerrules; (S) leaches bett6rskitt developm'ent. 1 '',

.. fUrcAL is plapd with a snatter bail with less boune than af.*9".il Even thangh the balt may go out of bounce, ne Oan iulle-put
bad< in pray within four seands or-he oppoing feam gefs poss"""ti. 7,,,"nat only enaurqes beller antrct but it a,tso *ieps ptiyen ,*Urg. ii"er4ohass is on improisarion, crearivity and bchniqLr.'tt iririi", q'ii*
refle<es.

12. These are the Easons rrvhy fubar is more popurar han footbafl in
lndonesia except...

(4)

Races rn the BdwabrRn in cltib.ml. (l 139 miles (224 kitometers),
climbing 8.653 feet (2,637 neters) lne rfue begins in'|.,"nVaii'v, udesert The Temperature is about t SOuf 6<o C1, ana . ..( 1. . o^"tii,i, *,throush sandsforms. Th,e rlgltndlneai the top rt uoilti Wii;";, ..:f';.'.'.the temperature is onty 3dF H,C), and there el. ,,i#t'iri" i",
storrns. .( ). ., winners an usudly finish in about 2g hours.

A- it reeG snall space
farnous plalaers

B. it rses simplerrules
fewer players
14. The uord This" in paragraph 3 refers to.-.

A. Fubal
B. Bounce

40. A. run
B. rurs

41. A. winners
B, players
conEshnts

42. A. whose
B. where

43. A. was
B. will be

a4. A. Amaziry
B. Amazed

C. it is flayed by

D. it is played by

C. The rule
D. Possession

C. ran
D- nill run
C. Eams
D,

C. who
D. wtrich
C. are
D. be

C. Amazingty
D. Amazenrent
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ROYAL PLUS

hsul ded Glass Vrcuun bttle
KEEN IT HOT ORCOLD

PREC ONDIT ION TIIE FLAS K
BEFORE FILLING
FOR OPTIMUM REWLTS, FILLTO
CAPACITY

The prdu d discuffifft d$figflEm @W D
N TERNAN ONAL STANDARDS FO RA 

,KPERF,R,'{ANCE &;c$q$

C.

B.

D.

(6)

Maura,whotiketobehoughtofasthemodbeautifulandpowerful.queen
;;;;Air, irtd nany s.rrrori. one by one she disarded them, unlil herlist

was redt ad to just th ee sheiks. The three sheila were all equally young.

,ii nri*on* . They vvere atsr ridt and sbong' lt vras very had to decide

vvlto wouH be the best of ffiem-

One evening, Maun diquised hersetf and went to he amp of the three

sfrerla.,qsftr"y"*rnabout-bhavedinner,Maunad<edthemfor"r:;-r*th;a'b-6"t rn" fir# gave her sme teft over food. The seand shek
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.. 
g?_v: her scrne unaprytizing camel,s tail. The hid sheik, vvho was

>alted Hd<im' otrered her some of the npst tender and tasy neat. etirl i n n e r, t te. d i s g d s e d q u e e n..t e ft 
. 

t h e_s her./ds c a np. T h e i ri i ia i, g-;;' ii 
"Tueen iruitd ilc thrce slrerks b dinnerat her iarae. sne oi"eiihii'

;erwnt b give eadt one exadty 
.vvhat lhey_.had given he, h; ;*;;;'

rcfore. Hakim, who rceived a ptab ot aeruoui meat refuo,o to"iri it ir u"thertwo sheils could not share it wih him.

18. How did Maura oome to the canp of he trree slreiks?A. By changing appearance
with the sheiks

B. By setling up a camp nearby
her servant to spy trem

{ea rd frqn recording)
. Man
Wonan

td then waterit
Third wbe

ieen or the test sheet)

B

C. By having a date

D. By asking

(7)

: May I wabh what you,re doing?
.' Sure. You dig a iote, put inihe seed, cover it witt dirt

: lMich one is the woman in the qnvervtion?

C
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Conclusion
lnsiead of its rinr'talions, rnrrtipre-cfioice itens can be onsideredas he mGt adrrantageous item type ti eitnei t"rrint oriur;id;;;i;;

language skilb, which have .nowadays been emp'hasized in lndonesia.T.here.f.qre, to help thdr sudents aoieve consoerauie st coes"jt"'tll*,"r"
shoutd improve and rnainhin heir compeenCi i" 

"*rr"trs, ilili;,?, 
""ausing tlis type of test items both drr dassroom exercises ,,i,1i"iing. "
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